LAND USE AND ZONING COMMITTEE AMENDMENT


[image: image1.emf]ATTACH

Land Use and Zoning Committee offers the following first amendment to File No. 2007-399:

(1)
On page 2, line 19, after “Committee” insert “attached hereto as Exhibit 1”; and

(2)
Attach Exhibit 1, as labeled; and

(3)
Amend the introduction to reflect this Amendment.

Form Approved:

     /s/   Shannon K. Eller_____________ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Shannon K. Eller
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FINAL ORDER GRANTING APPEAL,
GRANTING APPLICATION FOR DEMOLITION,
AND DENYING LANDMARK STATUS FOR 504 NORTH JULIA STREET

The Land Use and Zoning Committee reviewed the Notice of Appeal and Record of
Proceedings before the Historic Preservation Commission regarding the application to demolish
504 North Julia Street, including the above-referenced Application, the Report of the Planning and
Development Department, the Final Order issued by the Historic Preservation Commission, the
applicable portion(s) of the transcript(s) of the Historic Preservation Commission meeting(s) and
documentary evidence submitted to the Historic Preservation Commission. Additionally, the Land
Use and Zoning Committee heard testimony and received and reviewed documentary evidence
presented at the Special Committee meeting and public hearing held on May 1, 2007 and the City
Council heard testimony and received and reviewed documentary evidence presented at the City
Council meeting and public hearing on May 8, 2007.

Upon review of the entire record, including the transcript of the Land Use and Zoning
Special Committee meeting and public hearing, attached hereto and incorporated by reference, as
well as all documentary evidence on file in the Legislative Services Division and the Planning and
Development Department, the Council finds substantial competent evidence in the record to grant
the Appeal and Application for Demolition and deny Landmark Status of 504 North Julia Street.
Therefore, it is hereby found and ordered:

1. 504 North Julia Street fails to meet the requisite criteria for designation as a local
landmark pursuant to Chapter 307, Ordinance Code, as evidenced in the record.

2. Landmark Status for 504 North Julia Street is denied.

3. The Appeal and Application for Demolition of 504 North Julia Street is granted.

4. The Final Order of the Historic Preservation Commission denying permission to
demolish 504 North Julia Street is overturned.

5. Pursuant to Section 320.407(b)(4), Ordinance Code, the demolition permit for 504

North Julia Street is automatically issued.

TRANSCRIPT OF LUZ SPECIAL COMMITTEE MEETING AND PUBLIC HEARING ATTACHED
AND INCORPORATED HEREIN
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1 C;ﬂ OF JACKSOWVILLIE Page 3
s > bR 2D ZowThe 1 PROCEEDINGS
2 May 1, 2007 4:10 p.m.
3 COMMITTER 3 L _
) 4 THE CHAIRWOMAN: Good afternoon.
s SPECIAL MEETING R .
. : 5 We're going to start the LUZ special
) 6  council meeting. Today is Tuesday, May Ist,
7 2007.
a Proceedings held on Tuesday, May 1, 2007, . , .
'9 commencing at 4:10 p.m., City Ball, Council Chambers, 8 There § t\yo appeals that we u be hear]ng .
10 1st Floor, Jacxsomville, Florida, before Diane M. 9  today. One is 2007-399, and the second one is
11 Tropia, a Notary Public in and for the State of 10 2007-395 . .
12 Plorida at Large. 11 With us we have Councilman Art Shad; I'm
15 12 Sharon Copeland, your Chair; our Vice Chair is
1a ERESENT: 13 Councilman Lake Ray; and Councilwoman Mia
15 SHARON COPELAND, Chair. 14 Jones. ’
o R e ol . 15 Sothank you all
16 We'll go ahead and get started with
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ARY GRAHAM, Committee Member.

JOEL McERCBIN, Planning and Development Dept.

! 5 .

MR. HARDEN: Tam.

i~
©

20
21
22
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21 JASON TEAL, Office of General Counsel.
2p  SIMOR ELUER.. Offlce of Seneryl Commsel: 21 THE CHAIRWOMAN: I guess, Shannon, do you
23 R, Teglslative hosiatant. 22 want to just set this up for us before :
24 T 23 Mr. Harden starts to speak, please.
25 24 MS. ELLER: I'd be more than happy to.
25 This is an appeal, and it's interesting
1 I W D E X | ‘ Page 4
. 1 because it's an appeal and also a request to
2 ITEM/FILE NO. . .
2 determine whether or not the particular property
3 2007-399 ORD-Q APPEALING JACKSONVILLE HISTORIC .
PRESERVATION COMMISSION DENIAL OF PRRMIT TO 3 should be deSJgnated as a landmark. It comes
4 DEMOLISH FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH, AT 504 NORTH
JULIA STREET, PURSUANT TO SECTION 320.407, 4  forth from the amendments that were made through
5 ORDINAKCE CODE, AS REQUESTED BY KBJ ARCHITECTS; . o
. PETERMINE IF STRUCTURE 1S A IADMARK MND 5  Councilmember Shad to the specific parts of
) 6  Section 320 regarding demolition.
. - - 7 What has occurred is the applicants applied
. 8  to demolish the building at 504 North Julia
10 9 - Street; which was previously-a church.- And when -
" 10  they came in, it was determined that that " '
1 11 pmncnlar Plece of property was on that -
13 12 potential list of historic landmarks.
i 13 The Historic Preservation' Commission had-
15 14 their public hearing. They have recommended -
16 15 . and Mr. Teal will be here to discuss their .
1 A 16  recommendation. They have recommended and
A o L2

5 . The ulfimate resnli would be — 1f it's™

-reguested that the counc;Lde:;gnateﬁ.gs : N

designated as a fandmark, would be that the

applicant’s current demolition permit would not

be able to be granted until and unless they went

through the process agam to request demolmon o

" of a landmark. : oL
If the council chooses not to des1gnate it .

Diane M. Tropia, P.O. Box 2375, Jacksonville, FL 32203
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1 as a landmark, then the demolition permit, 1 without the permission of the landowner, you're
2 pursuant to our code, would automatically issue. 2 required to meet four of the seven criteria as
3 THE CHAIRWOMAN: Okay. Let me ask you one 3 opposed to two of the seven when it's with their
4  quick question, Shannon. 4  permission. So unless you find that all four of
5 Did the owners of 405 Julia Street ever ‘5 the purported criteria in the Planning
6  know that this thing was potentially eligible 6  Department report are met, then you should deny
7  for designation? 7  the request of the Historic Preservation
8 MS. ELLER: Ican defer to Joel McEachin 8  Commission. And by law, I guess, automatically
9  regarding that. Iknow that the Planning 9  our demolition permit is granted.
10  Department, through the Historic Preservation 10 As the chairman has already pointed out,
11 section, actually did follow-through with what 11 the owners of this land, who have owned it for
12 was requested in the legislation, which is to 12 some time, were not aware of the fact that
13 - send everyone on that list of potentials a somebody had an interest in declaring the site
14  notice. So I can defer to them as to what historic. And, in fact, nobody did so until we
15 happened with this particular piece of property, came forward with the demolition permit, which I
16 but I know they were doing what they were told think is of interest and note that, allof a
i L R T e T G TR ML S PR .;,-;f-:-;.suddén,)when therd's: somemierest.mtakmg
- hgs TR CHAIRWOMAN 'Joel do you‘know 1f3b1s ;acnwty;t_hey‘jgeaﬁr_;,u %-1.giess; if: ﬁrere S
119°  piece of property was ever + were they .. s ~ 'fi - interestin, deelanng somgthing lustonc It
20  notified? {20 probably should be in a different context.
21 MR. McEACHIN: These particular people -- 21 Anyway, you have before you as part of the
22 Joel McEachin, Planning and Development ‘122 record the report of Paul Weaver. Mr. Weaver
23  Department. 23 is -- has a company called Historic Property
24 This particular owner was not notified. We 24 Associates, located in St. Augustine. I'm going
25  have started the notification process, but we 25 to be referencing his report. But as part of
' , Page 6 Page 8|
1 start with one neighborhood, first and foremost, 1 this, I'd like for it to be submitted into
2 to try to deal with them. We have the second 2 evidence. I guess it's part of the record
3 group going out. 3  already.
4 Also, this building was just recently _ 4 Likewise, you have in evidence -- and I'm
5  determined to be eligible based upon a resurvey 5  requesting it be part of the record -- a :
| 6 of downtown that was completed about a year ago, 6  January 16, 2007, letter from William Morris,
7  so this is a fairly new determination of 7 who is a principal of KBJ. Mr. Morris himself
8 . eligibility. A '8 - is-an architect. :
9 'THE CHAIRWOMAN: Okay Thank you very 9 ~  The building that we're deahng with at 504
110 much. k 110~ North Julia is-approximately 55 years old, and
11 Mr. Harden 1 have - 11 that's the first issue I want you to take
112: - - I'll open the public heanng ' K 12 - significance of is when' this- bulldmg was ©
13 'MR.HARDEN: Thank you, Madam Chair. 13 built, _
|t4- . Paul Harden, 1301 Riverplace Boulevard. {14 .~ The Porter house, where KBJ has their
15 I represent KBJ, who are the owners of both facilities, predated this location. The
. |16 -- the 504 North Julia Street property as well as Christian church built it, later on rearranged =
Ty '\J‘w'bat immvnasthe*?prbsr,hom ph;rsinally.»-t’ L "."‘a»xsonreofﬂaexburldr@ TR e Ry
rRAt doof’ KBI: g fhe ff” 5 . And.ind d;_,@'h@@jng‘;v’éhert:g&jh&
|19 ‘Porterhouse. - - their off e in is. desrgnatedn “historic - i
20 They filed for demoh'non - KBJ filed for 20  building, and théy have done 4 13t of act1v1t1es R
{21 a demolition permit on 504 North Julia Street, 21 relating to historic buildings. They've been
' 22‘ + . and at the meeting, the historic preservation “-* - ~[22° -~ aggressive -- just to suggest their Credibility
23 people said, "No. And we want you to declareit - {23 - on these matters - - in’ historic ac'tiwty in the
24 . as a.landmark." . . |24 city. I'm going to note that out of Mr Morris’
|25 As you know, in order to declare a landmark 25  letter in a second.

Diane M. Tropia, P.O. Box 2375, Jacksonville, FL 32203
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i But the first thing I want to do is go 1 1t doesn't meet criteria number 1.
2 through the four criteria that are contained in 2 The second criteria that the staff
3 the Planning Department's report that I will 3 proposed, and the historic preservation crowd
4  emphasize they say may be met and suggest to you 4  agreed with, was number D in the ordinance. "It
5 some evidence that they may be met. The 5 is identified as the work of a master builder,
6  Planning -- the Historic Commission, I guess, 6  designer, or architect whose individual work has
7  decided that they were met. 7 influenced the development of the city, state,
8 The first of the four that they propose is 8  or nation."
9  that, "The building has value as a significant 9 And if you start out reading the report,
10 reminder of the cultural, historical, 10  you would suspect that it was the work of a
11 architectural, or archaeological heritage of the 11 fellow named Roy Benjamin. That is not, in
12 . city." 12 fact, whose work it is. It's the work of a
13 What I'd like for you to do 1s look at the 13 fellow named Kenyon Drake.
14  Planning Department report as regards to this 14 Mr. Drake, while being a competent
15  issue. It's about four pages on this issue. 15 architect, as suggested in the report, I think
16  About 85 percent of that talks about things that 16 it's fair to say that there are substantially
: ; 050 Riepedtiully;thesc. lterm e Vsion more.influentizl architects such-as M. Bopiahiz ¢ i,
azéeof 1o significance 1o wns Thattes = {18 " or Mr. Klutho or Saxelby in this- a7
19- Under the National Register cntena, which {19 And so it kind of wains in importaice.
20  is what you do to determine if it'sa 20  Again, not to denigrate Mr. Drake's work, but I
21  significant reminder, the period of significance 21 don't think it can fairly be said that he is a
22 would have to be from '50, when it was built, to 22 master architect. .
23 about '57, which would be the period that it 23 They then suggest that the church may meet
24  dates to. There's no suggestion in the Planning 24  this criteria because it's a work of the Auchiter
25  Department report that this -- this building has 25  Company. And then there are -- we almost had
Page 10 ' Page 12
1 significance for that period. 1 another one in our courthouse, but it didn't
2 What it does is harken back and say, well, 2 quite make it.
3 it's an example of something that happened in 3 The report of the Planning Departrnent lists
4 1920 or something that happened during another 4  alot of buildings that were built by the
5 period of time. 5  Auchter Company. We've got the Modis building;
6 Mr. Weaver's report specifically says that 6 you've got the BellSouth tower; you got, 1
7  the period of '50 to '57 is relatively new and 7. guess, the old City Hall. There are very
8  its importance to the city of Jacksonville is 8 subs_tantial examples of work by the Auchter
_9-. still largely undeveloped and prob]ematic That 9 Company in this city that are preserved and will
10~ happens to be the time when I was born. Idon't 10 be preserved for some time to come. And, in all
111 think it's undeveloped or problematic. |11 due respéct, this is not identified either
12 Butthe significance of thatis thatthey = =~ |12 . with -- as a premiere work of that master.
13 focus in their report not on the périod of '50 13 builder or -- that they suggest. And, again I
114 - t0'57, when'it was built in '50, but --[14 . don't think it could be fairly said that -
15  substantially earliér periods, clearly grasping 15 Mr. Drake meets that criteria.
|16. - to suggest aperiod of which it was a reminder. 116 Tle third criteria that is'mggested in the - '
17. . The hrstonca] hentazeroﬂmchweh iS ".; ~ 117t Planming Dmar:me'nt's feporMssEanﬁ.he‘* VEE
S asseeiateilel i v glidingy ETwers e 18 2 ordinanee: - *Tho value of the BuHiE I - -
19 . previously there, and that's what's commented on . |19 ° rwognlzed for t}v* 4uahty of architecturé and
20 in the report. 120 retains significant eléments showing its
21 So, respectfully, I would suggest that it 21  architectural significance.”
‘122 does not meet criteria number. 1, just mainly 22 . Again, the Planning Department talks in
23 - -because of the current age, andthen the - » .[23". .. their report about it being an example of a. . ..
24 significance of what happened around it. If you 24  Georgian Rev1va1 which occurred in 1880 through
25  weigh what's in the report, I think you'll agree 25 1939, again, some 20 years before this building
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1 was built. And those are the best examples. 1 Mr. Morris' report, which says, "The current
2 But I think the important thing is that 2 6,000-square-foot structure was constructed in
3 this building was abandoned many, many decades 3 1950. As part of the relocation, the sanctuary
4 ago by the First Christian Church. When they 4  structure was stripped of all its architectural
5 left it, they stripped out everything that they 5  millwork. KBJ purchased the adjoining Porter
6 found of importance, at least for the Christian 6  house residence in 1981." They've been taking
7 Church purposes, and moved to their new location ~ | 7  care of the next door facility for sometime.
8 in the suburbs to meet the demands of their 8 Mr. Morris goes through those same criteria
9  congregation. 9  and suggests that none of them are met. He then
10 The report you have before you from 10 also explains that KBJ and he, personally, have
11 Mr. Weaver describes the building as a 11 been involved in seven or eight restorations of
12 relatively austere building when compared to 12 historic buildings and they have a great deal of
13 many churches. It lacks a steeple and other 13 pride in those, and that, if it was appropriate
14 details associated with a traditional church 14 for restoration, they would do the same thing
15 design. : 15 they did at the Porter house and move forward.
16 In fact, if you walk by this building, 16 So we would respectfully request that you
71z which i right herogright- around the. Cormer OR:; . i [T ﬁgrantthe appeai’-that yow grani ¢ o.zr-dem&]mon
: Julia Strect, you cairsee that:it's basically-a. 18, - permit; and not find:tha all Tour of the- - -
119 flat box, brick building and doesn't contain - 19  criteria are met. "~ .- - -
20  what we traditionally would suggest as things . 20 If you find any one of the four -- you
2t related to a church. And if it at one time had 21 don't have to find all four, any one of the
22 those significant elements, it has it no more. 22 four, then the appeal should be granted and the
23 Finally, G is the last criteria that's in 23 demolition permit issued.
24  the ordinance that is suggested or it's met, and 24 Thank you, Madam Chairman.
25  this is really kind of a catchall that -- the 25 THE CHAIRWOMAN: Thank you, Mr. Harden.
Page 14 Page 16
1 Planning Department uses this one almost every 1 Is there anyone else that wishes to speak
2 time because it's a catchall: "Its suitability 2 in favor or in opposition of 2007-399, which is
3 for preservation and restoration."” 3 the appeal for 504 Julia?
4 As you can see from Mr. Morris' letter, the 4 AUDIENCE MEMBERS: (No response.)
5 cost of restoration exceeds around $400,000. 5 THE CHAIRWOMAN: Okay. Mr. Teal, so you're
6  There are no bathroom facilities in the site. 6  poing to speak now?
7  In fact, it was -- when it was designed, they 7 So there's no one else that wishes to speak
8. - used the Porter house for the bathroom 8. . from the public?
|9 facilities and plumbmg and that sort of thing. 9 AUDIENCE MEMBERS: (NoO response )
10 - The roof is gone. Before the folks at KBJ came - - - |10 - - THE CHAIRWOMAN: Okay Mr. Teal, you have:
11 to own the building, there was a srgmflcant 11 about 15 minutes.
112 - amount of water damage: - - - 12 Actually, how long did Mr. Harden take, 12,
13 But the main reason it's not suitable for 13° _‘1 17
14 reuse; if you will, and preservation and | 14 ° . . MS.ALLEN: Eleven ~
15  restoration is that there's no parking. No THE CHAIRWOMAN Okay. You have about
: matter what you use it for -a ofﬁce a - 11 minutes. < - ) B
=4 TPt MR TRALX ‘*Thank uou,l\’!admcmn I B
18. -(_':-?m thcf v1c1mty to make it smtableforthat 1 o Basmally,Madam. Chair,»the Hlstonc e ’
19  use. 19 Preservation Commhission made a detenmnatlon
20 So I respectfully request you go through 20  under Chapter 307 that this building was
21  Mr. Weaver's report, juxtapose it to the 21 significant enough to warrant it bemg
122~ comments of the Planmng Department, and wou]d 2 ,landmarked I .
‘123 suggest that 'you -- none-of the’criteria are 23 - Ineéssence; ‘the reason why this process is’
24  met.. 24  in place is because the city of Jacksonville has
25 Quickly, I want to give you some ideas from 25  approximately 19,000 buildings that are eligible
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1 for listing on the National Register. 1 that can be made, you know, I think I disagree
2 We -- the process for notifying all 2 with that.
3  property owners that their building is 3 MR. HARDEN: Madam Chairman, may 1?
4  potentially eligible, that the Planning 4 THE CHAIRWOMAN: Mr. Harden.
5 Department is currently undertaking that onerous 5 MR. HARDEN: The issues before you are the
6  task of notifying them. 6  four criteria.
7 But the reason why this process is in place 7 THE CHAIRWOMAN: I understand.
8- 1is so that those properties can be flagged if a 8 MR. HARDEN: Mr. Teal's opinion as to the
19  demolition permit does come in and gives the 9  lack of insight of what I think is one of the
10 City an opportunity to take a look at that 10  premiere architects in town is of no relevance,
11 building to determine whether or not it's 11 and I would respectfully request that any
12 significant enough to warrant landmarking. 12 information be based on the criteria.
13 I would like to point out -- Mr. Harden 13 THE CHAIRWOMAN: And, Mr. Harden, we will
14 discussed with the committee that Mr. Weaver 14 give you a couple of minutes for rebuttal once
15 submitted a rather lengthy memo to decide 15  Mr. Teal is finished.
116 whether or not this building should warrant 16 ‘MR HARDEN: Thank you. .
Tzl andman] tstata&,@tnttlﬁirom&thatﬂhemken ol MRV T es The: onlwreasmﬁ' roughtishar +
T8 _his posmon When it-was, in essence; his - i 18 up, Madam Chiair; was it was iti- Mr. Morris'
119 company that 12zde the determination that this 19 specific letter thet says that the buildiiig
20  building should be eligible for listing on the 20  couldn't be used for any other purpose. So he
21  National Register. So apparently he's had a 21 did -- Mr. Morris did specifically say that the
22 change of heart in that he now thinks that for 22 building wouldn't be able to serve any other
23 some reason it doesn't qualify. . 23 purpose. ‘
24 Mr; Harden went through all of the criteria 29 But, regardless of that fact, let's go
25 that Mr. McEachin, who is the City's expert on 25  ahead and look at the four criteria.
: Page 18 Page 20
1 landmark designation -- to determine whether or 1 The first criteria that Mr. McEachin found .
2 not the building meets the four criteria that ‘2 was met was, "The building has value as a
3 Mr. McEachin determined that it did. 3 significant reminder of the cultural heritage of
4 Before I get to that, I wanted to mention 4  the city of Jacksonville."
5  to the committee the proposed plan for this 5 He did spend a lot of time going over the
6  site. The developer, KBJ Architects, wants to 6 things that happened before the building was
7 tear down this building to put a surface parking 7  built. And the reason why he did that was
8 lotin place. So that's the ultimate end use 8  because, if you're going to look at whether or
9 that they would like to see happening here. 9  not abuilding is a significant reminder of the
10. But regardless of that, I do.think that . . 10 cultural heritage of city, you. have to look at
11 it's - that it's somewhat surprising that an 11 what happened before the building.
|12 architectural firm that has the eminence that. 12 This building was housed by the oldest -
|13 kB7 does, doesn't have the imagination. to be 13 . Chnistian church in the Jacksonville area. The
|14 - able to determine another use for this property. - 14 foundation for the new sanctuary at Monroe and -
{15 - than a surface parking lot. =~ - 15  Hogan Streets was destroyed during the great
16 . A cursory review on a Google search 16 fir of 1901. And so, in csrence, ultimately
it baslcally.dmemuned that;thmug!'ma&n counfry: 72 o 17 thewinoved m'ztheemmtpmperty where.they! « .
i B ATTES 2 oper. sithe Thothas VidPdtter residénce
19 have been converted to nthcr uses: old Samt 19 uatil 1950 wl=n gy constructed this -- as
20  Andrews, Snyder Memorial. The last appeal that 20  Mr. Morris said, modest 6,000-square1foot
21  you guys had was Mr. Shockey over in Springfield (21  sanctuary.
22 . that was converting a church to a single-family 22 You've got pictures of it in your T
- {23 residence.” Performing arts center, office 123 _materials “You know, this is the building that
24 * buildings, restaurants. All have been previous 24 we're talking about (indicating) that is the
25 churches. So to say that that's the only use 25  modest 6,000-square-foot sanctuary.
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1 I would also like to point out that, as far 1 building is recognized for the quality of its
2 as that criteria is concerned, you look at the 2 architecture and that it retains sufficient
3  building as a reminder of the heritage of the 3  elements that show its architectural
4  church and its relationship with the city. 4  significance."
5 In essence, this church was the mother 5 Mr. Harden made it a point that this
6  church, if you will, of seven Christian churches 6  building was abandoned many decades ago. In
7 across the city. So this was the originating 7 fact, Mr. Morris' letter -- Mr. Morris of KBJ
8  church, and its location is a reminder of the 8  Architects says that the church served a small
9  functionality of that church in Jacksonville. 9  congregation from 1925 until 1981, when they
10 So basically that's the reason why this 10 relocated in the suburbs to be closer to their
11 building is a significant reminder of the 11 congregation.
12 cultural heritage of the city. 12 I'd also like to point out that KBJ
13 The second criteria is that it was 13 Architects purchased this building in 1981. So
14 identified as a work of a master builder or 14 to the extent that the building was abandoned
15 architect whose work has influenced the 15 many decades ago, if it was, in fact, abandoned,
16  development of the city. ‘ 16 it was abandoned by KBJ Architects '
e o Againg you.only-haveédo-fmd: that Ttvas: o .."-',N_;,.“.»-: AT
118 "= '6ne of the two’ “Mt."McEachin found that it was - 18 . getto that, Mr. McEachm did't: talk about the
19 - both the work of ‘a'master builder and the work . 19 fact that this is an example of a contemporary
20  of a master architect. The master builder was 20  interpretation of the Colonial Revival style. '
21 the Auchter Company. 21 The building, as you can see depicted in the
22 In essence, the work has to influence the 22 photographs, has symmetrical facades highlighted
23 development of the city. I think that it's 23 by a pair of panel style doors, as well as gable
24  obvious, just looking at the laundry list of 24 ends defined by a dental course and cornice
25  structures that the Auchter Company actually 25  returns, large arch windows, colonial grids on
‘ Page 22 Page 24
1 constructed -- the Western Union Telegraph ' 1 the sides.
2 Building that houses our museum, the Gulf Life 2 In essence, it's a prime example and one of
3 Tower, the old City Hall, the Jacksonville 3 the few remaining in the area of a Colonial
4  Landing, Independence Square building, the Modis 4 Revival architecture.
5  building, Riverplace Tower, Humana Center, 5 And finally, "The suitability for
6  SunTrust, Times Union. The list goes on and on. 6  preservation and restoration." Mr. Harden says
7 So I think that it's quite evident that the 7  this is the catchall. In essence, there's two
{ 8 Auchter Company has mﬂuenced the development 8  determinations. . This isn't a catchall.
19  ofourcity. '9 . Mr. McEachin defines what he means by
{10 - - Secondly, the master builder was Kenyon 10 - suitability for preservation, and it being two -
11 Drake. Mr. Harden indicated that a cursory 11 things.
‘112 - - reading of this would seem to say that Roy 12 - The first, has the building had any - - -
13 Benjamin built it, but it's clear that -~ =~ {13 significant exterior alterations that would, in
|14 Mr. McEachin's report points out that Kenyon - |14 essence, destroy ifs suitability for listing on =~
15, Drake was, in fact, the designer of this 15  the National Register or for being desrgnated a
16  building. He did also design other numerous . .- (16  local Jandmark. : — . '_
227 - £+buildipgesand Also: tn%ms:&ncesm_the R 1,7_ e ~Thesecond sﬂnng,&iawm.bean Bl
18%7 Rtverside ‘and, Origga, areas .. A ;.."_.‘;_;:'j 18"~ significant exterior. detertoration that*woul
19 * But he-designed the hotel Talleyrand the “[19 © evidence long term and potentially ongoing
20  Florida Yacht Club, the origmal Blue Cross/Blue = {20  neglect and affect its suitabihty as a
21 Shield building on Riverside Avenue, a major 21 landmark.
|22 additional to Saint Luke's Hospital. So Kenyon ~ (22" Again, I point out that this building has
{23 Drake also had # significant influence on the - 123 been owned since 1981 by KBJ Architects. If
" }24  development of the city of Jacksonville. 24 there is any -- and it was used immediately
25 The third one is, "The vahie of the 25  prior to that by the congregation.
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1 So if there has been any exterior | 1 ontheagenda. So if you could wrap up real
2 deterioration or any other problems with the 2 quick, please.
3 building, I lay that directly at the feet of KBJ 3 MR. TEAL: Sure. That was pretty much it.
4  Architects because they purchased the property 4 THE CHAIRWOMAN: Okay. Joel, real quick.
5  and were required to maintain it. 5 MR. McEACHIN: I'll clarify for the
6 Now, on the issue of maintenance, 6 record. Jason mention 19,000 sites, recording
7  Mr. Morris, in his letter, talks about the fact 7 sites in Duval County. Not all 19,000 are
8  that they've had to spend $30,000 annually to 8 eligible for the National Register. The reason
9  maintain this building. It's really hard for me 9 I think he mentioned that, though, was to show
10  to believe that the building is now, all of a 10 that the reason we have this interim delay
11 sudden, falling down around their ears such that 11 ordinance is we could not possibly designate
12 it doesn't warrant preservation when they've 12 every property that's historic in Duval County.
13 been required to spend 30,000 annually. And if 13 So this is a way to provide some sort of
14 you do the math, that's $780,000 that they've 14  protection because, like I say, we have a large
15  spent since.they bought the building 26 years 15 number of potential sites that might fall under
16  ago. ; 16  this protective crdinance.
{37......q. o.Fnrther oreblt_talk,s Aabout.t, ) Ms Mormis! s o [ 17: s THESHAIRRWOMAN: “Thanksyotr. £ - .5:0 .. i
418 ‘=lette1 tallcs] dbguedn iuchat zenovation. . g - oM, Harden,-do-you wish 11 rebutf‘?-_l;np D g
19 cosis tuday would also be prohibitive. Tn 't 19  going to give you a couple minutes for that.
20  essence, estimated at $300,000. Again, would 20 MR. HARDEN: I'll go quickly, Madam_
21 those costs be that high if the building had 21 . Chairman.
22 been maintained throughout the course of the 22 Let me start with Mr. Teal either
23 time that KBJ has owned the building? 23 intentionally or not, misstated Mr. Weaver's
24 It talks about the exterior of the facility 24 report. It wasn't his report. It was Dr. Adams
25 . has degraded over the last 25 years and will 25  in his office.
Page 26 _ Page 28
1 require a s1gnif1cant expenditure for a new roof 1 But they made a list of potential buildings
2 and new glazing. Again, that was on their 2 that you're supposed to look at, the 19,000.
3 watch. They owned the building from 1981 and 3 And then what you do is you drill down and look
4  have -- had the requirement as the building 4  at them. Then he said, now, that we've drilled
|1 5  owner to maintain their own property. S down here -- and these are folks with impeccable
6 So those are the four criteria that 6  credentials. They're not -- they're not -- they
7  Mr. McEachin found were met by this building. 7 spend their whole life trying to find --
8  In essence, that it was, in fact, designed by a 8 THE CHAIRWOMAN Let me 1nterrupt you one
9  master builder or architect, that it serves as a 9  second.
10 s1gn1ﬁcant cultural reminder of the church's 10 Just for our comrmttee under tab 2 1f you :
{11 existence in the City of Jacksonville, that it * {11~ go to like the second or third page is "
12 is, in fact, suitable for preservation and [¥2 Mr. Weaver's report. '
13 "restoration And, finally, that it is © " l13°  Itmay be helpful for everyone to hive that
14 recogmzed for the quality- of its arclutecture o 14 _ in front of them Paul, ,whlle you're _discussmg '
15-  and it retains sufficient elements that show its 15 it o SRR
16  architectural significance, 14 MR. HARDFN: Yes, ma'am. .
- " Se. bﬁ,se{dnn those.gf:,;;ms, Mr, McEachin, :; i .- «. THEGHABWOMAN:. Okgy,g 9%?*’,6‘,9 ‘ m;_
; Whseised k. i etsrmsnw«s tc A8 MR HARDEN: Oleags’ e-eMr ‘Weaver and
whether or not e bui ding quahfies and giver © 19 Dr: Adrius spend their whole life trying to keep
20  the fact that the expert that was hired by KBJ 20  buildings that have significance, and I think to
21 Architects to make a determination in this case 21 suggest that he's come in and not told the truth
22 was, in fact, the one who ongmally recommended 22 - on something like this is Just not a fair
23 that this be - SRR |23 interpretation of hlS report He said ‘We made -
124 * THE CHAIRWOMAN: J ason, your time is Just |24 the list of the big group. Now we're drilling
25  about up. So we're going -- we've got so much- 25 - down and here's what we find. And to suggest
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1 that he's being dishonest is ~- I don't think is 1 the Porter residence.
2 a fair statement of what his report said. 2 And we would respectfully suggest that you
3 - The end use is not relevant. That's 3 deny the appeal and grant the demolition permit.
4  Mr. Teal's opinion, but that's not one of the 4 THE CHAIRWOMAN: Thank you, Mr. Harden.
5 four criteria, and I would ask you to disregard 5 Is there anyone else that wishes to speak
6 that information. 6 on 2007-399?
7 With regard to the first criteria, again, 7 AUDIENCE MEMBERS: (No response.)
8  Mr. Teal honed in on the Porter house, the _ 8 THE CHAIRWOMAN: Seeing none, we'll close
9  Porter residence. That's the building that KBJ 9  the public hearing.
10  has kept. The church met there from 1925 to 10 Okay. We are in committee.
11 1950. Nothing burned down here that was from 1 Mr. Shad, did you wish to --
12 the fire of 1901. That building was burned I just want to say just for the record, I
13 down. The Porter house was then built, which did take a field trip and I walked over there
14 they've now moved and they kept. and looked at both of these buildings. And I
15 This building was built in 1950, and it will say, the Porter house -- the Porter
16  was -- the church was there from '50 to '81. residence is definitely significant. It is
+117 . _The mother chusch.of seven Christian: chiufches: - o =17, beauttful lt s thev ve: done an outstanding -
18 . ‘was not this building; it was theBortgf g e . _Jc‘)‘b_.; o Ay T »-ZZ';-«:L_ . .
19  residence, the one where KBJ has spent a jot of It's mterestmg o fmd out that the
20  their own money, putting their money where thelr 20  church -- I kind of wrote all the dates down.
21 mouth is to maintain. 21  The church actually moved, 1 guess, in 1927
22 So don't get fooled by which building. The 22 because their church burned down in 1923. And
23 Porter residence was the mother church, if you 23 it was not in the 1901 fires. It was in 1923.
24  will. It's been maintained. This is a 24 But what was interesting is they took the
25  relatively new building. 25 Porter house and they moved it. And they took
Page 30 ' Page 32| .
1 Again, suggesting that this is the example 1 some of the porches off of it, because it used
2 of the Auchter Company that you want to keep and 2 to face the other direction and they moved it.
3 require somebody to keep when you list the -- 3 over
4  well, you list Riverplace and Gulf Life. It's 4 So it looks like they spent about 23 years
5 the same building. But then the Modis building, 5 in the Porter house -- the Porter residence, and
6 and there are a lot of good examples of the 6 26 --1mean, 31 years in this facility, and
7 Auchter Company. And I think those are the | 7 then for 26 years it has been owned by KBJ.
| 8  appropriate ones. 8 It's a beautiful building, but I have to
9 The issue about things being done on KBI's: 9. tell you, I'tn-a person that has real issues with
410 . watch is, again, a red herring. . That's not one. 10, - personal property rights. If it was significant
11 of the criteria. They have, in fact, spent a 11 enough to warrant landmark status, then it
12 .. lot of money on the Porter residence, a . 12 .. should have been significant enough to send them
13 - significant buildmg ‘They have maintained the 13 - notice that. you were consrdenng it. So that's
14 other.one. They didn't strip anything out of - 14 -~ my opinion. : :
15 ‘the site, they didn't change the exterior. You Mr. Shad.
16*". know, time does that, and -- MR. SHAD: Thank you. :

1177 - Butavhat weshiave is a_buﬂdrggtha; sbc;:m 7 - < Through'the Chair fo.the cominittee, I . Lo
the {vay itawas smcec:t%];... '8N0 o s 18:. " feally-am “of the feelmg that-it ‘meets-twoof-
suggestion. that's been any?anges or anythmg 19 thecriteria; Therefore, it would fail.

20  taken off it since 1981. And if you ride by 320 I don't have any problem with 3 and the -
21 there, you'll see it doesn't even look like a 21  catchall -- excuse me -- D and G, but criteria A
2 - church There:aren't the examples - 22 . - . and criteria E, for the reasons Mr. Weaver -

- So, again, KBJ has no obligation, although - .|23- . listed in his report, I would find that it would
24 they've spent a lot of money maintaining the 124 fail B
25  building, and they. spent a lot of money doing 25 So I would make the motion to. grant the ..
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appeal and deny landmark status.
THE CHAIRWOMAN: Okay. I have a motion and
I need a second.
MS. JONES: Second.
THE CHAIRWOMAN: I have a motion and a
second on -- to grant the appeal and to deny the
landmark status.
Is there any -- anybody else have any other
comments?
COMMITTEE MEMBERS: (No response.)
THE CHAIRWOMAN: Iwould agree with
Mr. Shad. When you go back and you read the
report, I do feel that it does fail. It does
not have - meet four of the criteria, which is 14
required to have it designated as landmark ‘
status. So I would agree with Mr. Shad.
v Soplrguess--- do-werdo thei -~ igrant the
jtttouglt_ tve done thig-
100 times.-- as an amendmem
MS. ELLER: Yes. Your amendment is to
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Page 35

MS. LAHMEUR: Four yeas, zero nays.

THE CHAIRWOMAN: By your action, you've
granted the appeal for 2007-399.

Thank you.

(The above proceedings were adjourned at
4:45 p.m.)

~ attach the LUZ recommendation to grant the 21 -
appeal and deny the Jandmark status. 22
THE CHAIRWOMAN: Okay. So we have an 23
amendment. 24
So we have a motion and second on the 25
Page 34 Page 36
1 amendment. ’ 1 CERYIFICATE
2 Any discussion on the amendment? 2
3 COMMITTEE MEMBERS: (No 1esponse.) 3 STATE OF FLORIDA: '
4 THE CHAIRWOMAN: Seeing none, all in favor, 4 COUNTY OF DUVAL :
5  please say aye. 4 5
6 COI\JMITTEE MEMBERS: Aye 3 1, Diane M. Tropia, certify that I was
7 THE CHAIRWOMAN: Opposed, like ‘'sign. 7 authorized to and did stemographically report the
8 COMMITTEE MEMBERS: (No response) 8 foregoing proceedings and that the transcript is a
9 THE CHAIRWOMAN: By ‘your action; you ve | 9 true and complete record of my stenographic: notes.
10 approved the amendment. : 10 [Dated this 4th day of May, 2007.
il MR. SHAD: Move the bill as amended. ™~~~ |
12 - MS.JONES: Second. : 12
13 'THE CHAIRWOMAN: A motion and secondon the "z " _
14 . blll as amended , o 14 . Diane .M. Tropia
15" - .Any discussion on the bill, which grants s e -
the waiver and denies the landmark status?
LS COMM]:L‘TEE MEMBER.«JND Tesponse. ) )
ballot and reéord thévote, -
20 * (Committee ballot opened.)
21 MS. COPELAND: (Votes yea.) 2
22 MR. RAY: (Votes yea.) - A 22
23 MS.JONES:(Votesyea) . . -l
24 ' MR. SHAD: (Votes yea.). =~ ' SRR PR
25 (Committee ballot closed.) S 25
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